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Course Synopsis 

The course deals with the development of the methodology of hadith 
criticism, its criteria in various schools and categories, contributions of 
Muslim scholars in the field of Hadith criticism. 

Course 

Objectives 

1. To acquaint students with the development of the methodology of 
hadith criticism throughout centuries. 

2. To grasp the efforts of Muslim scholars in the field of Hadith 
criticism and various categories of Hadith. 

3. To have an in-depth understanding of critical evaluation of reports 
and information. 
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Learning 

Outcomes 


Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 


1. Analyze the methodology of Hadith criticism and its development 
throughout the ages. (C4) 

2. Appreciate the efforts of scholars in the field of Hadith criticism and 
its impact on the preservation of Hadith (A3,TS3) 

3. Demonstrate objectivity and fairness in criticizing any information or 
reporting. (P4,LL2) 


Course 

Assessment 


Method 

% 

Course work 

50 

Final Examination 

50 


Content Outlines 


Weeks 

Topics 

Task/Reading 

1 

1 Introduction 

Definition of terminologies: Hadith, ‘Ilm al-Hadith 
riwayah wa dirayah, al-naqd, al-ma'ayir, al-maqayis. 
The importance and factors of criticizing narrations 

Ttr: pp. 26-34 
Al-A'zami: pp. 

1-7 

2 

The development of the methodology of criticizing 
narrations and its stages. 

Ttr: pp. 36-72 
Al-A'zami: pp. 
10-17’ 

3 

Categories of Hadith in terms of strength and 
weakness (al-sahih, al-hasan, al-da'if and al-mawdu') 

Ttr: pp. 240- 
274; 286-297- 
319 

4 

2 Criticism of the Chain of Narrators 

1. Definition of al-sanad (chain of narrators) and its 
significance 

2. Conditions for a chain of narrators to be sound 

3. Sciences related to the criticism of the chain of 

narrators: 

i- Knowledge of characteristics of a narrator as 
bases for acceptance or rejection of his 
reports. 

Ttr: pp. 347-364 

5 

ii- knowledge of al-jarh wa al-ta'dil 

iii- knowledge of history and levels of narrators 

iv- knowledge of names of narrators and their 
countries of origin 

Ttr: pp. 92-115; 
142-187 

6 

4. Categories of Hadith related to the criticism of 
the chain of narrators: al-muttasil, al-musnad, al- 
munqati', al-mursal, al-mu c allaq, al-mu c dal, al- 
mudallas, al-mursal al-khaf! 

Ttr: pp. 347-386 
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3 Criticism of the Text 

1. Definition of text (al-matn) and its significance. 
Explanation of the effort by Hadith scholars in 

Al-Dumayni: 
pp.55-108 
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criticizing the text of Hadith 

2. Conditions for a text to be considered sound: 

i- soundness of the chain of narrators 

ii- safe from irregularities (shudhudh) 

iii- safe from serious defects (al-'illah al- 
qadihah) 

3. Criteria of criticism of the text during the time of 
the Companions: 

i- comparing Hadith with the Qur'an 

ii- comparing Hadith with other ahadith 

iii- rational insight 
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4. Criteria of criticism of the text applied by 
scholars of Hadith: 

i- comparing Hadith with the Qur'an 

ii- comparing various narrations of a Hadith 
with one another 

iii- comparing various reporting of Sunnah on 
the same subject matter 

iv- comparing Hadith with established historical 
events 

Al-Dumaynl: 
pp.111-237 

9 

v- comparing Hadith with al-qawa‘id al- 
shar'iyyah (principles of Islamic laws) 

vi- rashness in language and meaning 

vii- comparing Hadith with rational insight 

Al-Dumaynl: 
pp.111-237 
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5. Criteria of criticism of the text applied by jurists 

i- comparing Hadith with the Qur'an 

ii- comparing Hadith with other ahadith 

iii- comparing Hadith with the consensus of 
opinion (al-ijma‘) 

iv- comparing Hadith with analogy (al-qiyas) 

Al-Dumaynl: 
pp. 263-281 
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iv- comparing Hadith with the practice of the 
Companions 

v- comparing Hadith with al-qawa‘id al- 
shar'iyyah (principles of Islamic laws) 

vi- comparing solitary narrations with what 
should be apparently known 

Al-Dumaynl: 
pp. 263-281 

12 

6. Categories of Hadith related to the criticism of 
both the chain of narrators and text: 

i- al-Shadhdh 

ii- al-Munkar 

iii- al-Mudtarib 

iv- al-Maqlub 

‘Itr: pp. 428-439 
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v- al-Mudraj 

vi- al-Musahhaf 

vii- al-Mu'allal 

c Itr: pp. 439-454 

14 

4 Skepticicm about the Methodology of Hadith 

Criticism 

1. Efforts by scholars of Hadith toward the 

‘Itr: pp. 467-480 
Al-A'zamI: pp. 
127-144 
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criticism of the chain of narrators minus the text 
of Hadlth. 

2. The delay of the emergence of Hadlth criticism 
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Start Date 
(Semester) 
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